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STATE  FISH  &  WILDLIFE  AREA 


CONSERVATION 


THE  PARK 

Sangchris  Lake  State  Fish  &  Wildlife  Area,  so  named 
because  it  lies  in  both  Sangamon  and  Christian  coun¬ 
ties,  is  about  15  miles  southeast  of  Springfield  near 
Rochester.  The  park  came  into  being  in  1969  when 
Commonwealth  Edison  deeded  to  the  state  of  Illinois 
1,414  acres  in  3  tracts  for  recreational  purposes, 
along  with  easement  rights  for  boating  and  fishing  on 
the  2,162  acre  lake. 

HISTORY 

In  1964,  Commonwealth  Edison  began  construction  of 
an  electric  generating  plant  on  the  north  side  of  Route 
104  near  Sicily.  Later  in  that  year,  Clear  Creek,  a  three 
fingered  stream  flowing  into  the  south  fork  of  the 
Sangamon  River,  was  blocked  by  an  earthen  dam 
about  50  feet  high  and  about  two  blocks  long.  Within  a 
year  a  lake  appeared,  providing  cooling  water  for  the 
plant. 

At  full  capacity,  the  water  drawn  into  the  plant  is  about 
15  degrees  warmer  when  it  is  discharged.  The  water 
is  then  cooled  by  natural  evaporation.  About  3  days 
after  making  a  5-mile  loop  around  the  lake,  the 
discharged  water  returns  and  the  cycle  is  repeated. 

NATURAL  SCENE 

Almost  all  trees  native  to  this  area  were  here  or  have 
been  planted,  including  hazelwood,  butternut,  persim¬ 
mon,  white,  red  and  pin  oak,  red  maple,  ash  and  alder. 
A  reforestation  project  has  been  underway  for  several 
years  for  beautification  and  wildlife  cover,  particularly 
in  areas  that  were  formerly  farm  fields. 

A  waterfowl  food  plot  on  the  2  mile  semi-isolated 
triangular  peninsula  between  the  lake’s  middle  and 
western  branches  has  established  a  regular  rest  stop 
winter  haven  for  migrating  geese  and  ducks.  Park 
visitors  may  see  the  migrating  waterfowl,  an  occa¬ 
sional  eagle  or  a  mute  swan  in  the  wintertime. 

FACILITIES 

Picnicking  —  Eight  picnic  areas  are  scattered 
around  the  lake  as  well  as  2  large  shelters  and  5  small 
ones.  Cooking  may  be  done  on  park  charcoal  grills  or 
camp  stoves.  There  are  several  graveled  parking  lots 
in  the  area.  Water  is  available  at  each  campground, 
the  east  and  west  boat  docks,  as  well  as  the  park  of¬ 
fice  area.  Pit  toilets  are  convenient  to  all  recreational 
areas. 

Trails  —  Nature  trails  cover  3  miles  around  the  camp¬ 
grounds.  a  V*  mile  trail  for  handicapped  persons  is 
found  in  Hickory  Point  campground,  with  an  11  mile 
snowmobile  trail  for  winter  use.  Wildflowers  and 
songbirds  are  abundant  near  the  trails. 


Camping  —  At  Deer  Run  Campground  on  the  north 
end  of  the  lake,  gravel  pads  accommodate  tent  or 
trailer  campers.  Electricity  and  a  sanitary  dumping 
station  are  available  for  trailers,  along  with  tent  camp 
sites  near  this  area.  Approximately  135  sites  are 
available. 

Hickory  Point  Campground,  located  at  the  east  boat 
dock  area,  consists  of  19  gravel  pads  to  accom¬ 
modate  tent  or  trailer  campers.  Electricity  is  not  pro¬ 
vided  in  this  campground,  although  a  flush  toilet 
building  is  located  nearby.  There  are  no  showers  at 
either  campground. 

A  group  camping  area  is  also  available  in  the 
wilderness  area  near  the  office  and  service  buildings. 
All  campers  must  obtain  a  permit  at  the  park  office 
before  entering  the  campgrounds. 

Fishing  —  The  lake  has  120  miles  of  shoreline  with  a 
16-foot  average  depth,  although  there  are  drop-offs  up 
to  40  feet.  Designated  as  a  State  Fish  Preserve  in 
1972,  it  is  unlawful  to  use  trotlines,  jug-fishing  or  other 
commercial  fishing  devices  for  taking  fish  or  turtles 
from  the  lake,  but  the  fisherman  will  find  good  fishing 
for  largemouth  bass,  bluegill,  crappie,  channel  and 
flathead  catfish,  bullhead  and  carp.  Anglers  can  ob¬ 
tain  statewide  and  site  regulations  pertaining  to  size 
and  creel  limits  at  the  park  office.  All  fishing  tour¬ 
naments  are  to  be  scheduled  through  the  park  office. 

Boating  —  A  2-slip  launching  ramp  and  dock  are  on 
both  the  lake’s  east  and  west  sides.  Motors  of  25 
horsepower  or  less  are  allowed.  Sailboats  are  pro¬ 
hibited. 


Hunting  —  The  following  programs  are  offered  at  the 
park:  waterfowl,  dove,  deer,  trapping,  and  upland 
game.  There  is  also  a  dog  training  area  at  the  Phea¬ 
sant  Run  location.  Contact  the  park  office  for  exact 
dates  and  locations  of  each  of  these  seasonal  pro¬ 
grams. 

FOR  YOUR  INFORMATION 

Groups  of  25  or  more  persons  will  not  be  admitted  to 
any  state  site  unless  permission  from  the  site 
superintendent  has  been  obtained  to  use  the  facilities. 
In  addition,  groups  of  minors  must  have  adequate 
supervision  and  at  least  one  responsible  adult  must 
accompany  each  group  of  15  minors.  All  pets  must  be 
on  a  leash. 

Numerous  state  sites  are  within  easy  access  of  every 
part  of  Illinois.  Lodges,  cabins  and  dining  rooms  are 
important  features  of  Illinois  Beach,  Starved  Rock, 
Pere  Marquette  and  Giant  City.  White  Pines  Forest 
has  cabins  and  dining  rooms  only,  and  Black  Hawk 
has  dining  rooms  only.  Reservations  for  lodging 
should  be  made  with  lodge  managers. 

Most  state  sites  are  open  year  round,  except  on 
Christmas  Day  and  New  Year’s  Day.  When  weather 
conditions  necessitate  the  closing  of  roads  during 
freezing  and  thawing  periods,  access  to  facilities  is  by 
foot  only. 

For  more  details,  contact  Site  Superintendent,  R.R.  1, 
Box  58,  Rochester,  IL  62563,  (217)  498-9208.  For 
more  information  on  other  recreation  areas,  write  the 
Department  of  Conservation,  524  So.  2nd  Street, 
Springfield,  IL  62706. 
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